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 1 MR. RUMLEY:  Okay.  We'll go ahead and

 2 call the meeting to order.  I appreciate all of

 3 y'all being here and staying with us through the

 4 work session.  As always, before we start our

 5 meeting, I would like for Robert to lead us in

 6 prayer and Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

 7 (Thereupon, the invocation and 

Pledge of Allegiance were given.) 

 8  

 9 MR. RUMLEY:  This is the regularly

10 scheduled meeting of the Dade County Commission

11 which takes place at the same time on the first

12 Thursday of every month.  Proper notice of this

13 meeting was given to our legal organ of the Dade

14 County Sentinel and has been posted in the hallway

15 of the Administrative Building.  At this time I do

16 need a roll call.  Mr. Cervelli?

17 MR. CERVELLI:  Here.

18 MR. RUMLEY:  Mr. Goff?

19 MR. GOFF:  Here.

20 MR. RUMLEY:  Mr. Pittman?

21 MR. PITTMAN:  Here.

22 MR. RUMLEY:  Mr. Smith?

23 MR. SMITH:  Here.

24 MR. RUMLEY:  Chair is present.

25 Mitchell, do you want to go ahead and do your
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 1 committee report?

 2 MR. SMITH:  Okay.  For the month of

 3 March, the 911 communications had 1,960 calls.

 4 1,461 which was law, 93 fire, 215 EMS and 191 rescue

 5 calls.

 6 According to the 2010 census, okay,

 7 just according to that, because these numbers will

 8 probably vary because of the storms and other

 9 things, the voting population of Dade County was

10 13,047.  Dade County has total registered voters of

11 10,571.  Of those 10,571, there's 8,463 that are

12 active voters, 2,108 that are inactive.  The

13 inactive voters are those who have missed two

14 general elections, has been notified by the State.

15 They haven't replied back to the State that I'm

16 still here, so they're on the inactive list and you

17 remain on the inactive list, from what I can tell,

18 through two more general elections and if you don't

19 vote or notify the State, you're unregistered.

20 You're taken off the inactive list.  And in our

21 elections, I mean, we don't vote.  You know, people

22 thinks they can't make a different.  Well, if 8,400

23 active voters voted in Dade County, they could make

24 a change not just in Dade County, but here and

25 everywhere else.
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 1 MR. RUMLEY:  I agree a hundred percent.

 2 People need to get out and vote.  It sounds like

 3 you're running for office.  You're not this time.

 4 MR. SMITH:  No.

 5 MR. RUMLEY:  That's a good point

 6 though, Mitchell.  I appreciate that.  Scottie?

 7 MR. PITTMAN:  I don't have anything

 8 this week.

 9 MR. RUMLEY:  All right.  Robert?

10 MR. GOFF:  I don't have a lot, but I

11 would like to say that the state legislature closed

12 this week.  I talked about some of the laws that

13 came up from month to month that came up for

14 consideration and those that were passed.  I'll give

15 you an idea, lawmakers posted more than 200 major

16 pieces of legislation and 300 local bills.  That's

17 what went on in 40 days at the capital since the

18 first of the year.  Of course, the governor has to

19 sign them as they come to his desk or refuse to sign

20 them.  Some of them that was of importance to our

21 county, all of them are, I'm supposing one way or

22 the other, but I think last month I talked about the

23 juvenile code rewrite.  That one did not make it to

24 the governor's desk, which is a good thing

25 economically for the counties of Georgia.  One that
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 1 did change that the governor will most likely sign

 2 is the taxes and one of the big ones will be in the

 3 tag office.  So I guess they'll gear up for a lot of

 4 eye rolling and head turning and what's going on as

 5 this thing phases in over the way you pay your taxes

 6 on your car.  Upfront if you buy a car and keep it

 7 from now on like my wife and I do, I knew we did it

 8 for some reason, you can come out ahead that way.

 9 But as you trade cars and people buy those cars.  So

10 there's just a lot of legislation that's coming out

11 that will be to his desk and will be signed.  Some

12 of it will automatically be law and some of it will

13 be the first of the year next year and so on and so

14 on.

15 One piece of legislation that is

16 already signed, I would like to say, because this

17 came to my attention.  A lady called me about the

18 synthetic marijuana that was sold in other counties,

19 other states and when they made laws against it, it

20 came over into Georgia, as does a lot of things, and

21 the same thing we had and it looks like it may

22 happen again with the methadone clinic maybe rearing

23 its head again.  But what they were doing is selling

24 in the convenience stores and some of the stores a

25 little packet of -- call it potpourri or whatever,
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 1 synthetic marijuana and so they did pass that.  The

 2 governor has already signed it banning that with all

 3 the different substances that they could come back

 4 and say, well, this is not that, this is this and

 5 the law itself is not that long, but there are a lot

 6 of words that we'd have to get somebody -- Peter

 7 might could pronounce them.  I couldn't.  But of all

 8 the drugs and things that are in these little

 9 packets.  They have been outlawed and that is a

10 great thing because there's already been people --

11 well, lives have been lost because of people, but

12 the thing about it is the kids were saying but it's

13 not illegal.  Thank God it is now, so you can thank

14 the legislature.

15 That will be known as Chase's Law,

16 which is much like the law at the schools where they

17 have to do all the driver training now.  I think

18 it's -- is that Jason's Law that changed to where

19 you don't just walk in and get a driver's license

20 anymore as a 16-year-old.  You have to do a lot of

21 at least on the computer work.  That's been for

22 several years now.  But this will be known as

23 Chase's Law because that was the first, I think,

24 fatality that somebody brought it to the forefront

25 about.
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 1 So it's over with and we'll see.  You

 2 can imagine out of 200 major pieces, 300 local

 3 bills, that nobody knows what all of them are.  So,

 4 Robin, you're going to have to do a lot of catching

 5 up on what the new laws are in Georgia.

 6 We have the four fields.  They're still

 7 going.  We're having a few issues down there.  We're

 8 having issues with people bringing their animals on

 9 leashes, which that in itself is not, but they're

10 going to have to be more careful with allowing these

11 retractable leashes when people are not expecting a

12 little doggy to run out in front of them and cause

13 tripping hazards and things like that because we

14 want them to be able to take them there, but we want

15 it to be safe and we want it to be clean.

16 So some other issues that will come up

17 probably sometime during the summer and the winter

18 with the use of the fields that are the County

19 property.  So enough about that.  I just thank you

20 everybody for being here tonight.  Have a happy,

21 happy Easter and just a great time this weekend.

22 MR. RUMLEY:  Another thing about the --

23 they need to bring their poop scoops with them, too.

24 That was another big complaint.  That was even more

25 of a complaint than the leash because when they had
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 1 the tournaments and all that, a lot of dogs that

 2 kind of, you know, done their business or whatever

 3 you want to call it and people -- we had some

 4 children that kind of -- it don't sound like --

 5 MR. GOFF:  I'm the man for it.  Well,

 6 that being said, I know Scottie gave us all of his

 7 time so we could talk.  To show you sometimes just

 8 how people feel, this is -- we had people, some

 9 people were actually bringing their dogs, putting

10 them on the baseball fields, locking the gate and

11 using that for time for them to go.  So you could

12 imagine what was happening on our ball fields.  And

13 the phrase is but I'm a taxpayer.  Well, we are all

14 taxpayers, but that is -- the fields are there for a

15 purpose for our kids and young kids, little bitty

16 ones and older kids to play on and they should not

17 have to be subjected to that.  So there are other

18 places for us taxpayers to allow that to happen, but

19 that's -- I just tried to use the word clean and Ted

20 didn't -- he had to expand on it.

21 MR. RUMLEY:  Well, I just --

22 MR. GOFF:  Baggies, Wal-Mart bags will

23 work just as good as anything.  But it is an issue

24 and we'll deal with it as we have to deal with it.

25 Peter?
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 1 MR. CERVELLI:  We cover every issue

 2 here, don't we?

 3 MR. GOFF:  No stone unturned.

 4 MR. CERVELLI:  Yeah, at least.  I would

 5 like to talk about our finances, as I usually do.

 6 Local option sales tax for March, we collected

 7 $151,997 versus 148,881 of the same month last year.

 8 It went up about two percent from February.  As you

 9 might recall, in February we had a significant drop

10 in sales tax revenue compared to the trend over the

11 last six or seven months.  It's come back up a

12 little bit.  I'm hoping that the reason the State

13 gave us last time that they think it's still the

14 weather issue of being warmer than normal and people

15 not buying their normal winter expensive items,

16 whatever they may be.  We still have a little of

17 that going on, so it leveled out, came back a

18 little, but it's something we're going to need to

19 watch.  We're coming toward the end of our fiscal

20 year.  So it all makes a difference.

21 In terms of S.P.L.O.S.T., we collected

22 $189,996 and that is what we projected actually a

23 year ago in terms of what we hoped the minimum

24 S.P.L.O.S.T collection would be.  I would like to

25 see it higher.  We have a number of expenses we can
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 1 take care of with S.P.L.O.S.T, but it is in terms of

 2 expectation where we thought it might be.

 3 In terms of the budget, we're reporting

 4 on the February budget of 2012.  That is 67 percent

 5 of our fiscal year, which ends in June, so we're

 6 coming up towards the end.  Revenues attained at

 7 this point is 71 percent and, coincidentally,

 8 expenses about at the same point, 71 percent of

 9 where we thought we would be.  

10 To date, our revenue less expenses as

11 reported on the summary that I think some of you

12 might get were negative in terms of cash, $209,000,

13 $209,198.  We're going to complete our projections

14 for -- best we can do in terms of revenue and

15 expense early next week.  Don and I will take our

16 best shot at how we think we're going to end this

17 year.  Because we're going to start sitting down

18 with the constitutional officers and the department

19 heads very soon to look at budgets for our next

20 fiscal year, so that's come upon us.  I think we've

21 got about three of those scheduled.  We need to

22 schedule a whole bunch more, but we're now at the

23 point of looking at where we're going to be next

24 year.

25 The only other thing I wanted to bring
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 1 up and Ted -- I'll let Ted wrap up on this

 2 particular item because we've talked about it so

 3 often, he has, is that today I got a call from the

 4 vice president of government relations for Norfolk

 5 Southern Railroad and if you've been to any of our

 6 meetings, you know how much we've talked about the

 7 issues of the blockage of the crossings here in town

 8 in our Industrial Park and even in some parts of our

 9 rural community where the trains, work crews have

10 just sat there and caused blockages for an extended

11 period of time.  Well, I think they've heard our

12 message.

13 MR. RUMLEY:  He had a record of every

14 time I've called.  He actually read off --

15 MR. CERVELLI:  I won't ask anything of

16 our other commissioners down here, but they knew

17 everything that had actually gone on here, was very

18 well informed.  He had done his homework.  He

19 thought that they had -- the problem had been taken

20 care of and they issued an order.  I call it an

21 order to let their train crew and operations people

22 know exactly what they need to do in terms of

23 parking their trains, where they need to break them

24 so they don't block our crossings.  And Ted pointed

25 out in our conversation with the gentleman that that
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 1 probably hasn't actually taken effect completely yet

 2 and we hope maybe over the next 30 days that might

 3 happen.

 4 We've talked about some next steps and

 5 I'm going to let Ted talk about next steps in just a

 6 second here, but it's clear we now have the right

 7 person, we hope it is, and he's going to put us in

 8 touch with the people that we need to speak to

 9 regarding the various issues, including some of our

10 planning issues including the new Industrial Park,

11 etc.  So that was an unexpected surprise call I will

12 say and so I'll let Ted tell you where we're going

13 to wind up and what might happen in the next 30

14 days.  Thank you.  Happy Easter, everybody.

15 MR. RUMLEY:  To follow up on Peter's

16 comments, we've actually tentatively scheduled a

17 meeting with these people to come to our meeting at

18 our next commission meeting and they're going to

19 actually get back with me next week and nail that

20 down and they're going to bring people that actually

21 have answers to questions.  I'm going to try to

22 involve the Industrial Park down here, the people

23 that's actually been calling and have them

24 actually -- maybe they can answer some questions for

25 me.  Like Peter said, I think this guy, he's
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 1 actually public relations with the government and I

 2 think it's a good thing.  It was a good day.  It was

 3 really a good feeling to finally have someone that

 4 could give us some answers call us back.

 5 He said on February 9th -- I believe

 6 it was February 9th that they had had a meeting in

 7 Birmingham following a conversation that I had,

 8 Peter and I both had with them pertaining to this

 9 and they had sent out a direct order to their train

10 masters which actually builds the trains and all to

11 actually if the crossing looks like it's going to be

12 blocked more than 20 minutes or up to 20 minutes,

13 that they were ordered to break the train in two and

14 actually let the truck traffic go through.  Well, so

15 far that hasn't happened.  Of course, they've had a

16 lot of work going on, work crews working on the

17 rails.  After all that clears out, we hope between

18 now and the next meeting we'll have something good

19 to report on.  At least it will be an interesting

20 meeting, our next meeting.

21 MR. CERVELLI:  Yeah.  And he said

22 they're going to take a look at how they operate and

23 see what might make sense going forward.  Who knows

24 what that means.  The other interesting thing, he

25 said some of these trains are 10,000 feet long.
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 1 MR. RUMLEY:  Ten thousand feet long.

 2 MR. CERVELLI:  That's almost two miles.

 3 MR. RUMLEY:  Almost two miles.  Anyway,

 4 that's good news on the railroad crossing being

 5 blocked.

 6 Also, this month I attended my

 7 quarterly meeting down at the Dalton host training

 8 school.  That's where we train our police officers

 9 and where all the counties in our northwest Georgia

10 send their police officers training to get certified

11 and we had a visit from the director or assistant

12 director of GBI and were informed that that school

13 is going to be closing down in July of '13.  That

14 will probably be their last class and they're trying

15 to -- the way he explained it, they're moving

16 everything into Cherokee County, which is for

17 northwest Georgia, northwestern counties, that's

18 going to be kind of another expense because a lot of

19 people, you know, it's just -- you know, I don't

20 know, 45 minutes to Dalton and it's like being in

21 our back door, so we're really trying to -- the

22 counties are pulling together and we're trying to

23 lobby to keep it in northwest Georgia somewhere.

24 The reason being, for moving it was the overhead,

25 the cost of that facility down there.  It's a real
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 1 large facility and they're only averaging putting

 2 out 52 men a year and it's not feasible.  So some of

 3 the other counties could have a vacant building or

 4 whatever, they could do it.  It would be great.  I

 5 mentioned Dade County, we would help over here, but

 6 they kind of -- it seemed like that was a long way

 7 for a lot of them to come from Gilmer and Fannin.

 8 So they're trying to hit up Whitfield in that area.

 9 It will be good.  Hopefully we can keep it.

10 It kind of goes back to them closing

11 Rome Regional.  That's where we took some of our

12 prisoners, challenged prisoners or whatever and now

13 we're having to transport them way on below Atlanta.

14 It's just more expense to the sheriff's department,

15 which goes right back to our tax money.  

16 Touching back on Robert, what Robert

17 was talking about with the park, too, and I'm

18 surprised you didn't bring this up because it's kind

19 of in your department, the restrooms that we've got,

20 the new restrooms we built -- now, this don't sound

21 like a big issue, but let me tell you something, you

22 wouldn't believe the calls that I've had on this

23 because they've had these little league players

24 playing on the back fields and they're having to

25 walk about a mile.  Anyway, and we've been working
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 1 on these things since winter and hopefully by this

 2 time next week -- we did get the water ran to them.

 3 The water company did give us a tap down there.  The

 4 sewer pumps are in.  Hopefully by this time next

 5 week they'll up and running.  So you mothers and

 6 daddies that's called, hopefully that's taken care

 7 of.

 8 The transportation tax that -- or

 9 actually the tax bill that was passed that Robert

10 was talking about, I'll touch a little bit on that.

11 What he was talking about on your tags, you know,

12 there's good things and there's bad things about it.

13 You know, Vickie, she works in the tags and it's

14 going to really -- there's going to be a lot of

15 really ill people since this has passed.  It's

16 passed.  The governor has got to sign it, but he's

17 going to sign it.

18 Because if you -- let's say you move

19 here from out of state, you know, and you've got a

20 couple, three used cars, your daughter has one,

21 well, when you come in to buy your tag, you'll buy

22 your tag, but the way I've read it, Vickie and the

23 people in the tag office, they'll have a book, a

24 black back, blue book or whatever and they'll give

25 you the value of that car, if it's a '79,'82 or
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 1 whatever, you know, and you're going to pay to start

 2 with it's six and a half percent, from what I've

 3 read, the first year or two, then it will go to

 4 seven percent and level off at seven percent of the

 5 total cost of that vehicle.  It don't matter how

 6 many cars you have.  Or if I buy a car from Robin

 7 and, say, I buy a car for $2,500, you know, she

 8 says, you're my friend, the car is worth seven or

 9 $8,000, but I'll sell it to you for -- we'll they're

10 going to go by the book value of that car regardless

11 of what you paid for it.  That was the question I

12 called and asked about.  So you're going to pay six

13 and a half or seven percent of that plus your tag

14 even on used cars and that's where it's going to hit

15 people.  

16 You know, the good thing about it is --

17 now, I don't know whether you -- this is kind of

18 gray.  Once you pay that, Vickie, you don't have

19 to -- 

20 MS. VICKIE:  You won't pay ad valorem

21 on that one any more.  Like Robert said, all of us

22 that have vehicles now, we'll still pay it, but your

23 ad valorem goes down each year.  And it doesn't

24 matter if you buy a car without a motor, anything.

25 When you title it, they're going to buy -- now what
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 1 they're telling us is Atlanta is going to go by

 2 their book value, not what we have here.

 3 MR. RUMLEY:  That's right.  That's

 4 what's scary.  

 5 MS. VICKIE:  And people are going to be

 6 mad, but it's not us.  

 7 MR. RUMLEY:  No.  But you know who's

 8 going to get the blame.  You are.  Because you're

 9 the one -- that's -- exactly.  So anyway, just

10 telling everyone here, plus the people out in radio

11 land out there, you know, just expect that.  Any

12 questions, you can call our office.  You can call

13 Jane's office, but give us a few weeks until we get

14 some really -- literature on this thing.  They're

15 supposed to be giving us some handouts to give -- to

16 pass out to people where they can understand.

17 MR. CERVELLI:  It takes effect

18 March 2013, March 1st, 2013.

19 MR. RUMLEY:  Yeah.  But we still need

20 to educate people on it now because when it hits,

21 people -- they need to understand what's happening.

22 We got some good news on our county

23 extension agent.  They've actually posted this

24 online.  They are advertising for that full-time

25 position in Dade County.  It will be in the paper.
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 1 They said they would try to get it in there this

 2 week.  It will run for two weeks in our paper.  Of

 3 course, there's qualifications.  They prefer a

 4 master's degree or, you know, a bachelor's either

 5 one, but they really -- the master's degree starts

 6 at 40,000 a year and the bachelor's degree you'll

 7 start in at 34,000.  And of course that, what that

 8 person does, he actually runs our cooperative

 9 extension office which takes care of our farming

10 communities, agriculture, soil tests, plus they will

11 be in charge of all our 4H in our schools.  That's

12 good news.  We've actually been without one for

13 three years, four years.  So that's a sign that -- I

14 think the State has actually funded -- actually went

15 back and funded UGA and actually they'll be working

16 for the University of Georgia.  So that is really

17 good news for Dade County.

18 The jail kitchen, I do want to report

19 on that.  I will from here on until we open it.

20 It's on schedule.  They've got the walls up in there

21 and they're putting up the mesh inside the walls to

22 keep -- where it will be escape proof and actually

23 they were hanging sheetrock today.  They may have

24 already got the sheetrock hung.  We're really on

25 schedule or really ahead of schedule.  The freezer,
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 1 outside freezer will be delivered end of next week,

 2 so everything is really going good on that.

 3 We have a little brochure here that we

 4 want to read to you.  Also, we're having the

 5 volunteer appreciation day April 27th, which will

 6 happen here in the gazebo.  The Sheriff's Department

 7 is actually sponsoring this.  They're going to have

 8 a gospel singing, bluegrass and a barbecue cookoff

 9 competition.  There will be local firefighters there

10 with engines and rescue units.  Also, we're trying

11 to time this between 5:30 and 6:00 when the actual

12 tornado actually hit us.  We've got a little

13 dedication we're going to do over on the square over

14 here.  It's to actually remember the two men that

15 died, the two lives that were lost and also the

16 volunteers will be mentioned, not by name, but just

17 to actually -- it will be something that will be

18 there after all of us are gone, something to

19 designate that day that it did happen.  So

20 April 27th.  It's going to be from 4:00 in the

21 evening until 9:00 at night.  So tell your

22 neighbors.  You'll hear a lot about it, I know, in

23 the paper, the newspaper and on Evan's show.  Try to

24 remember that because we need a really good turnout.

25 It's just a day that I hope we never have another
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 1 like it.  I know a lot of you went through this.  It

 2 was just awful.  But anyway, try to come to that.

 3 Let me see if I've got anything else I need to go

 4 over with you.  

 5 I didn't mention this in the work

 6 session, but this is something that we've talked

 7 about for years.  Well, for the last two years

 8 anyway, but we are going to solicit, whether we take

 9 it or not, some bids on our auditors.  Don, you can

10 talk about this.  They've been with us since -- when

11 did Ben -- was it 2005?  And ACCG, they recommend,

12 you know, that you actually bid this stuff out.

13 We're just kind of feeling out different agencies

14 and just seeing what's out there because they've

15 been here for several years.  So it's good to bring

16 new blood in regardless.  I meant to tell you that

17 in the work session.  I had it on my notes and I

18 didn't.

19 Anyone else got anything they want to

20 share?  Scottie, you got anything that popped in

21 your mind?

22 MR. CERVELLI:  Any comment about the

23 railroad?

24 MR. RUMLEY:  Yeah, your name was

25 mentioned about the railroad.  I don't want to talk
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 1 about it in public, but it was actually -- have you

 2 got anything, Robert?  Anything else you want to -- 

 3 MR. GOFF:  No.  

 4 MR. RUMLEY:  I do appreciate this

 5 Commission.  I say this a lot, but I do appreciate

 6 our men that work with us.  They're good people.

 7 You know, vote for them or not vote for them.  I'm

 8 telling you what kind of job they do.  They're good

 9 people.  They give you 150 percent of the time.  I

10 mean, there's times that we're out here in the

11 evenings and night.  I know, Robin, I do this every

12 time.  I know you're going, you know, but it's true

13 and I appreciate, you know, our sheriff's

14 department, our road department, all of our

15 constitutional officers.  I mean, really.  You don't

16 see it like I do.  Really I deal with them every day

17 and we've got some good people here, you know, that

18 really watch their budget.  It's just a pleasure to

19 live in Dade County, Georgia.  That's the way I feel

20 about it.  Nothing else?

21 MR. CERVELLI:  The only thing I was

22 going to add, you have the mayor down next.  He will

23 not be here tonight given that this is Holy Week.

24 He will be at church service tonight.  Otherwise, he

25 would have been here.
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 1 MR. RUMLEY:  Well, what are you doing

 2 here?  You go to the same church.  It's Holy Week.  

 3 MR. CERVELLI:  I'm a heathen, I guess.

 4 I don't know.

 5 MR. RUMLEY:  Okay.  I just wondered.

 6 He's a dedicated person.  

 7 Okay.  Let's move down to -- the mayor

 8 you said is not here, number three.  Debbie, do you

 9 want to come up?  She's our executive with the

10 Chamber of Commerce.

11 MS. TINKER:  I might have turned

12 Catholic if I had known I could have -- I respect

13 him for that.

14 First of all, I did want to let

15 everybody know our great American Cleanup is going

16 on.  We do have the garbage bags at the Chamber and

17 Welcome Center.  Anyone that wants to come over and

18 get some, we have a very large supply this year and

19 all we ask is that you let us know how many people

20 in your group cleaned up, what area you cleaned up

21 and how many miles.  But we're encouraging everyone

22 to do that and it's lasting more than just a month

23 or two.  It will continue along the whole year.

24 Upcoming, our main things that are

25 coming up are our annual banquet that will be held
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 1 this month and that's to honor businesses and

 2 individuals that have gone beyond what is necessary

 3 to help their communities and we have a really good

 4 list this year of nominees, so we hope everyone will

 5 come out.  That's April 21st, 6:00 p.m. until

 6 10:00 at the Senior Citizens Building and the theme

 7 this year is Happy Days Are Here Again.  It's going

 8 to be a sock hop.  It will be a lot of fun, dance

 9 contest, wear period clothes or you can come in your

10 jeans.  Tickets can be purchased either at the

11 Chamber or from any of our board members and our

12 ambassadors have those and the cost is $20 and we

13 will have a disk jockey for that.

14 Then in May, the two main things that

15 we're working on are the State of Dade Festival that

16 we were partnering with many community organizations

17 and Trenton Downtown Development, American Legion.

18 I know the library is planning to do some things.

19 Individuals like Evan Stone is putting a lot of time

20 into this, so we hope everyone will come out and

21 enjoy that.  And then at the same time Antique Alley

22 is going to be going on, so we hope that both events

23 will bring people to each event and Antique Alley

24 runs right through Dade County on Highway 11.  I

25 know R-Haven always has a huge setup of antique
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 1 dealers and so we're encouraging everyone to do

 2 both.  

 3 And now most importantly, the Chamber

 4 is still working to fill the empty buildings and

 5 with the businesses that are already here in Dade

 6 County to help them expand or with any of their

 7 needs.  We may not talk about it a lot, but we are

 8 still working on those and we feel like there is,

 9 you know, some good prospects for at least one right

10 now, so just keep watching for that.  Thank you.

11 MR. RUMLEY:  Any questions?

12 MS. TINKER:  Yeah.  Any questions for

13 me?  If I can't answer them --

14 MR. TOWNSEND:  We have a new business

15 over at the square, right, the restaurant.

16 MR. RUMLEY:  The Square Meal.  

17 MS. TINKER:  Yeah, The Square Meal.  In

18 y'all's packet it does show and most of them have in

19 the newspaper already.  A lot of times I don't

20 mention these things, but over this quarter we have

21 done five ribbon cuttings for businesses that have

22 relocated or reopened since the storms.  S and L

23 Tans -- well, I've got it.  No, it's in y'all's

24 packet.  I don't have it in mine, I don't believe.

25 NL Tax is one.  Bell Agency Realty.
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 1 MR. RUMLEY:  What was the first?

 2 MS. TINKER:  NL Tax and Bookkeeping,

 3 The Square Meal Restaurant, Bell Agency Realtors.

 4 Pet Adoption Center and S and L Tans, so all of

 5 those have either relocated or rebuilt or are brand

 6 new since first quarter.  Okay.

 7 MR. RUMLEY:  All right.

 8 MS. TINKER:  And that is something that

 9 we do as a service for all of our businesses whether

10 you're a member of the Chamber or not.

11 Okay.  And one other thing I did want

12 to mention I forgot.  The Chamber is a County

13 building, the depot is and we have a huge boardroom

14 up there and I know this quarter Accellent

15 Cardiology used it for a large meeting there.  So

16 any of our businesses that need a room like this for

17 a few hours to have a meeting with their employees

18 and everything, Food Lion has used it, their

19 employees as they were going out filed for

20 unemployment there.  That is there for your use.

21 Thank you.

22 MR. RUMLEY:  Thank you, Debbie.  One

23 other thing I want to say before I turn it over to

24 Don for the financial report, I meant to say this.

25 I've had a lot of calls about Wells Road and Casey
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 1 Road out there.  We had a little incident out there

 2 the other night with a stolen trailer that was

 3 loaded with glass and grade rollers, all kind of

 4 scrap and I'm not talking about a little bit.  It

 5 was a whole lot and we are -- the sheriff's

 6 department is helping us on this.  We are cleaning

 7 that mess up.  We were out there on into way after

 8 dark, 10:00, 11:00 sweeping it with our sweeper, but

 9 it was just a mess and the guy -- you know, they

10 chased him all the way around Casey.  Where was it

11 stolen from, Billy?  What road was that?  

12 MR. MASSENGALE:  I don't know.  It

13 wound up -- 

14 MR. RUMLEY:  Poplar Springs.  

15 MR. MASSENGALE:  -- on Wells, I think.

16 MR. RUMLEY:  Yeah.  It wound up on

17 Wells.  They called me and I went out there.  I told

18 Diane, I said -- it was about dark and I said, well,

19 let's go.  The guys called me and said there was

20 some glass out in the road out there, so I got a

21 broom and a shovel.  I didn't realize it, but when

22 we got out there, you couldn't even drive down the

23 road without busting a tire.  That's how bad it was.

24 So we called the sweeper out there.  Anyway, I just

25 want those people -- I didn't get their phone
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 1 numbers, some of them.  So if you're listening, we

 2 are -- hopefully by tomorrow evening or so we'll

 3 have most of that mess off the sides of the road

 4 anyway.

 5 Don Townsend.  Don is going to give us

 6 our monthly financial report.  

 7 MR. TOWNSEND:  As of March 31, 2012,

 8 the General Fund had a balance of $232,885; Federal

 9 Asset Fund, U.S. Treasury, $288; Sheriff's Special

10 Fund, $1,483; Drug Abuse Education Fund, $109,683;

11 Supplemental Juvenile Services Fund, $19,607; Victim

12 Assistance Fund, $2,867; Jail Fund, $21,763.

13 Federal Asset Fund, Department of Justice, $3,162

14 and payroll account $29,932.  

15 The old S.P.L.O.S.T, 2004 S.P.L.O.S.T

16 funds remaining 60,264.  So you can see those funds

17 are shrinking due to the jail kitchen being

18 completed.  Projects account under the new

19 S.P.L.O.S.T, $116,026.  Proceeds account, $881,634.

20 Construction account, $17,226.

21 Commission Cervelli covered the

22 financial -- the other part of the financial

23 statement very well, so I'm not going to repeat all

24 that, but one thing to note is, we discussed this

25 earlier, revenues less expenses for February show a
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 1 red number there, a minus $182,915 and what that is

 2 if you look at the revenues $456,664 that we

 3 collected in the month of February, subtract out

 4 $639,579 worth of expenses, we're short that month

 5 basically by 182,915.  And if you look over back at

 6 page one of your financial statement general fund,

 7 you'll see with the balance of 232, we're spending

 8 that down very quickly.  I mean, sometimes in the

 9 past we've had, you know, 700 to 1,000 to a million

10 dollars and we don't have that.  So, of course, we

11 have the line of credit or the tax anticipation note

12 available, so that's the reason when we use more

13 money per month than we collected, that difference

14 is where we're going to have to take that.  So next

15 month we may not have a balance of 232.

16 Again, it goes back to the L.O.S.T.,

17 local option sales tax and how well we've collected

18 that at the -- but anyway, Commissioner Cervelli

19 already covered the budget attained and everything,

20 so that completes the report.

21 MR. RUMLEY:  Thank you, Don.  Any

22 questions?  Any corrections or anything?

23 MR. CERVELLI:  No.

24 MR. RUMLEY:  If not, I'll entertain a

25 motion to approve the financial statement as
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 1 presented by Mr. Townsend.  Do I hear a motion?

 2 MR. CERVELLI:  So moved.

 3 MR. RUMLEY:  Do I hear a second?

 4 MR. GOFF:  Second.

 5 MR. RUMLEY:  I have a motion and a

 6 second.  I'll call a vote.  Mr. Cervelli?

 7 MR. CERVELLI:  Yes.

 8 MR. RUMLEY:  Mr. Goff?

 9 MR. GOFF:  Yes.

10 MR. RUMLEY:  Mr. Pittman?

11 MR. PITTMAN:  Yes.

12 MR. RUMLEY:  Mr. Smith?

13 MR. SMITH:  Yes.

14 MR. RUMLEY:  The chair votes yes.

15 Okay.  Thank you, Don.  Good job.

16 All right.  Robin, could you give us a

17 little update there?  I know you may have some other

18 things to talk about.  There's been a lot of

19 questions and concern about this 500,000 that's owed

20 to us on taxes and all.  Just give us an update on

21 what's going on.

22 MR. ROGERS:  Sure.  There are really

23 two items I need to talk about.  The first of which

24 is a different one.  It has to do with a lawsuit

25 that was filed and I reported on maybe six, eight
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 1 months regarding an alleged incident concerning a

 2 sheriff's deputy and I think it occurred several

 3 years ago frankly.  In fact, I wasn't even sure if

 4 they were talking about the current sheriff or not.

 5 But anyway, that lawsuit has been dismissed.  So

 6 that is off the table.  I did want to report that

 7 that one has been dismissed.  

 8 On the TAS Property, the bankruptcy

 9 matter, what has happened in that it that it's

10 currently pending in Bankruptcy Court of the Eastern

11 District of Tennessee and TAS Properties, which is

12 more commonly known as The Preserve property down in

13 Rising Fawn.  They filed a motion to allow the sale

14 of the property free of any liens, debts or

15 encumbrances on the property.  When they did that,

16 we filed an objection to that motion and also there

17 were two other banks that did as well.  They filed

18 separate objections to their motion.  It came up for

19 a hearing on March 22nd at which time the parties

20 agreed to put the motion hearing off until

21 April 12th to allow the sides to see if we could

22 reach an agreement concerning the terms of the

23 order.  We understood from the TAS Property's

24 attorney at the bankruptcy hearing that their

25 intentions were to pay off the county tax liens and
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 1 so forth at the closing on the sale of the property

 2 to the new purchasers and so we wanted to put that

 3 language into an order that would require them to

 4 pay off the tax liens at the closing.  So that's

 5 where we are and we're still trying to get the final

 6 language down on an order that would accomplish that

 7 and that's scheduled to come back up.  It's come

 8 back up for additional hearing on April 12th.

 9 MR. RUMLEY:  Okay.  Commissioners got

10 anything, any questions pertaining to that?

11 MR. CERVELLI:  Well, that's next week.

12 MR. RUMLEY:  Yeah, next week.  We

13 thought it was today.  We found out differently.  By

14 the way, anyone is welcome to come to that hearing

15 if you're just interested.  You know, it's open to

16 the public.  It's in the -- what was that building?

17 MR. ROGERS:  I've heard it called the

18 Old Courthouse.  I've also heard it called the old

19 Customs Building.  I'm not sure.

20 MR. RUMLEY:  It's off of 11th Street.

21 If any of you want to go, just call and I'll give

22 you directions.  It's pretty interesting.  The last

23 couple of times it didn't last, but this should be

24 pretty interesting.  So just give us a call and

25 we'll give you directions.  You're welcome to come
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 1 because this is all your business.  This is your

 2 money.  This is tax money.

 3 MR. CERVELLI:  Do you expect a decision

 4 to be rendered on that day?

 5 MR. ROGERS:  I do not.  Well, I really

 6 expected there to be an agreement concerning the

 7 terms of the order reached and if that were to be

 8 the case, then, you know, it's got -- actually be

 9 held, but if that falls through and an agreement is

10 not reached, there will be a hearing.  I think it's

11 unlikely that the judge would issue an order.

12 MR. RUMLEY:  Thank you, Robin.

13 Unfinished business, we don't really have anything

14 on that.  Go ahead, Don, and read us the -- our

15 workshop -- loss of words.  That's very unusual.

16 Our consent agenda.

17 MR. TOWNSEND:  On the consent agenda,

18 approved at the work session, the approval of

19 previous meeting minutes, employee head count

20 report, the Proclamation for National Emergency

21 Services Week, Proclamation for Trenton-Dade

22 Optimist Club Respect For Law Week, Proclamation for

23 Confederate History Month, Proclamation for Donate

24 Life Month, Proclamation for the 100th Anniversary

25 of the Girl Scouts, Resolution R-13-12,
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 1 reappointment of Ms. Sue Gray for the Department of

 2 Family Children's Services Board; Resolution

 3 R-11-12, Department of Community Affairs, five years

 4 short-term work program update for 2013 through

 5 2017; Resolution R-12-12, sale of general fixes

 6 assets, surplus of county property, the emergency

 7 911 and Gradeall and an agreement for S&ME,

 8 Incorporated for ground water methane testing on

 9 Back Valley Landfill under work order 6408012C08.

10 MR. RUMLEY:  Okay.  Any questions?  The

11 reading of the minutes of the previous month regular

12 meeting will not be required since all Commissioners

13 have been furnished copies in advance.  The minutes

14 are public record and are available for review in my

15 office.  The minutes are included in our consent

16 agenda.  At this time do I hear a motion to approve

17 the consent agenda?

18 MR. PITTMAN:  I make a motion we

19 approve the consent agenda.

20 MR. RUMLEY:  Okay.  I have a motion.

21 Do I hear a second?  

22 MR. SMITH:  Second.

23 MR. RUMLEY:  Okay.  I'll call a vote.

24 Mr. Cervelli?

25 MR. CERVELLI:  Yes.
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 1 MR. RUMLEY:  Mr. Goff?

 2 MR. GOFF:  Yes.

 3 MR. RUMLEY:  Mr. Pittman?

 4 MR. PITTMAN:  Yes.

 5 MR. RUMLEY:  Mr. Smith?

 6 MR. SMITH:  Yes.

 7 MR. RUMLEY:  The chair votes yes.

 8 Thank you.

 9 We don't have any executive session

10 this time.  Okay.  Anybody want to come up and talk

11 to us?  I know we've got somebody from the library.

12 Are you just observing or do you have anything you

13 want to tell us tonight?

14 MS. SHARP:  Just observing.  Well, I 

15 do -- she was talking about the Heritage Festival.

16 If anyone has any old pictures of the buildings that

17 used to be here, like really old, I would like to

18 scan them.  I'll give them back to you.  Actually,

19 if you want to bring them to the library, I can scan

20 them and give you a disk with them on them and give

21 them -- some old, yeah, some really old pictures.

22 MR. RUMLEY:  If you didn't hear that

23 out in Evan land or TV land, our library is

24 requesting if you've got any old pictures of any of

25 the buildings here in Trenton or in the Dade County
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 1 area, the library can scan them if you'll just let

 2 them use them.  While you're waiting, they'll scan

 3 them and give them right back to you.  It will be

 4 documented and actually kept forever.  So if you've

 5 got anything like that, they will be more than

 6 glad -- all the county would be glad to have them to

 7 share.  Do what, Debbie?

 8 MS. TINKER:  I was just telling her I

 9 had some old pictures at the Chamber.  

10 MS. SHARP:  If there's buildings that

11 are no longer here, we would definitely like to have

12 some of those.

13 MR. RUMLEY:  Exactly.  

14 MS. SHARP:  That could be kept in the

15 new genealogy room.

16 MR. RUMLEY:  Also, Butch and his wife

17 are doing actually a Power Point or presentation for

18 our Heritage Days, right?

19 MR. RAPER:  It's for the Chamber

20 Banquet.  

21 MR. RUMLEY:  I thought we might could

22 show it.  But anyway -- 

23 MR. RAPER:  They'll probably be tied

24 together some way.

25 MR. RUMLEY:  So he's putting together a
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 1 lot of old pictures.  If you've got any pictures,

 2 annual pictures or school pictures that you would

 3 like to share, they also will scan them and give

 4 them back to you.  Can you do it if they bring them

 5 to you and -- a lot of people won't just let you

 6 take their pictures, you know.  

 7 MRS. RAPER:  Well, Blevins, Rex

 8 Blevins, he has got a slew that we borrowed from him

 9 last year to do a presentation.

10 MR. RUMLEY:  Rex, yeah.

11 MS. SHARP:  Yeah.  He got those from

12 the library.  We've got a box of old pictures, but

13 there's some that are missing.  I think that's the

14 ones that he got.  

15 MRS. RAPER:  We had some that was left

16 from the banquet last year that's on a zip drive and

17 you're welcome to copy those.

18 MR. RUMLEY:  Okay.  

19 MS. SHARP:  We do a have a box of old

20 ones, but we know there were buildings that are

21 missing.

22 MR. CERVELLI:  Well, I don't want to

23 put Marshanna on the spot, but she's got a great

24 idea that I hope she'll follow through on for the

25 festival, which is a scavenger hunt for the children
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 1 to find where the first of several things are in

 2 downtown Trenton.  Where was the first store, the

 3 first restaurant and so I'm hoping she's gathering

 4 some of this because I hope she does that scavenger

 5 hunt.  I think it will be educational and a lot of

 6 fun.  So besides giving her the pictures, encourage

 7 her to do the scavenger hunt, too.

 8 MS. SHARP:  That's what I'm working on.

 9 MR. RUMLEY:  Anyone else want to talk

10 to us tonight?  

11 MR. RAPER:  Just a quick question.

12 Anything new on the outside elevator for the old

13 courthouse?

14 MR. RUMLEY:  Just that we're not going

15 to tackle it until we get this jail because

16 everybody is working on it, our inmates and Hugh and

17 everybody.  This is, you know, priority.  I have

18 been in contact with them.  They're on go, you know,

19 as far as the people that were low bid.  That's

20 definitely going to happen.  And that's the first

21 step.  I mean, that's something we've got to get

22 that in there, you know.  We can go with it.  We

23 will keep you up on that, too.  Anyone else?

24 Welcome.  I'm sorry.

25 MS. KIM STEPHENS:  I would like to
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 1 invite each Commissioner and the public to a Ghost

 2 Out program we're doing at the Dade County High

 3 School.  It is April 20th at 2:00 p.m.

 4 MR. RUMLEY:  What did you call it?

 5 MS. KIM STEPHENS:  Ghost Out.

 6 MR. CERVELLI:  Ghost?

 7 MR. RUMLEY:  I thought that's what she

 8 said, but I can't hear very well.

 9 MR. CERVELLI:  Like ghost?

10 MS. KIM STEPHENS:  Yeah.  We do a mock

11 drill for the students to try to get them not to

12 drink and drive at the prom.

13 MR. RUMLEY:  That's good.  Now, what

14 date is that?  

15 MS. KIM STEPHENS:  April 20th,

16 2:00 p.m., at the high school.

17 MR. RUMLEY:  April 20th at 2:00 p.m.

18 at the high school.  It's a mock drill and it's to

19 help hopefully prevent students from drinking and

20 driving.  That's a good thing.  And everyone is

21 invited, right, to participate?

22 MS. KIM STEPHENS:  They can come and

23 watch, yes.

24 MR. RUMLEY:  To watch?  

25 MS. KIM STEPHENS:  Yes.
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 1 MR. RUMLEY:  Anything else?  Don, do

 2 you have anything you to want to add, or Robin,

 3 Mitchell?

 4 MR. SMITH:  No, sir.

 5 MR. RUMLEY:  Surely, Scottie.

 6 MR. PITTMAN:  I'm good.

 7 MR. RUMLEY:  Okay.  I appreciate all of

 8 y'all coming tonight.  I'll entertain a motion to

 9 adjourn.

10 MR. SMITH:  Motion to adjourn.

11 MR. RUMLEY:  Do I hear a second?

12 MR. PITTMAN:  Second.

13 MR. RUMLEY:  All in favor say, aye.

14 ALL COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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